PAfENT SPECIFICATION <"> 1479 729 



ON 



(21) Applicatioa No. 50271/73 (22) Filed 29 Oct. 1973 
(23) Complete Specification filed 16 Oct. 1974 
(44) Complete Specification published 13 July 1977 

(51) INT. CL.* B65D 61/00 

(52) Index at acceptance 

B8C 12D2 29A 
(72) Inventor ROY VANSTONE 

(54) PACKAGING CANS 



(19) 




(71) We, Robinson Multiple Pack- 
aging Limited, of 1 Redcliffe Street, Bristol, 
BS99 7QY, a British Company, do hereby 
declare the invention, for which we pray 

5 that a patent may be granted to us, and the 
method by which it is to be performed, to 
be particularly described in and by the fol- 
lowing statement: — 

This invention relates to packaging cans, 

10 and has as an object to provide a holder for 
one, or preferably a number of, circular cans. 

According to the present invention there 
is provided a blank of foldable sheet mater- 
ial for forming into a holder for a circular 

15 can, the can being of the kind in which a 
top closure is secured to the sides by outward 
beading, the sides being of reduced diameter 
at the top so that the beading does not pro- 
ject laterally beyond the sides, the holder 

20 being of the kind which comprises a top 
panel which rests on the top of the can and 
opposite side panels hinged thereto to extend 
downwardly on opposite sides of the can, a 
pair of first major cuts having ends in the 

25 hinge lines between the top panel and side 
panels and central portions projecting out- 
wardly beyond those lines so as to provide 
openings to receive opposite portions of the 
rim beading of the can, the holder being 

30 characterised in that each side panel has a 
pair of minor cuts extending generally down- 
wards from opposite end portions of each 
said first major cut, a longitudinally extend- 
ing line of weakening to coincide with the 

35 shoulder of the can above which the sides 
are of reduced diameter and comprising a 
second major cut below each first major cut 
co provide a recess cut to provide a recess 
in the side panel to accommodate a portion 

40 of the said shoulder of the can, whereby 
said shoulder bearing outwardly upon the 
lower edge of the strip of the blank lying 
between the first and second major cuts and 
said minor cuts urges the upper edge of said 

45 strip inwardly under the portion of the rim 
beading of the can projecting through said 
opening. Preferably the blank is adapted to 
hold a plurality of cans in this manner. 
In order that the invention may be more 

50 clearly understood, one embodiment will now 



be described with reference to the drawings 
accompanying the Provisional Specification, 
wherein: — 

Fig. 1 shows a blank for packaging three 
cans, 55 

Fig. 2 shows a perspective view of the 
blank applied to three such cans, and 

Fig. 3 shows an end view of the package. 

Referring to the drawings, the blank com- 
prises a top panel 10, a pair of opposite 60 
side panels hinged thereto through fold lines 
12, and divided into upper and lower parts 
14, 16 respectively by fold lines 18. Three 
pairs of opposite arcuate cuts 20 extend from 
the top panel into the side panels from the 65 
fold lines 12 so that when the top panel is 
applied to the top of a can 15 and the side 
wall panels are drawn down on each side, as 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the beading 17 at 
the rim of the can projects through the cres- 70 
cent shaped opening thus formed on each 
side. In this case, the cans 15 to be pack- 
aged have side walls of reduced diameter at 
the top so that the beading 17 does not pro- 
ject laterally beyond the side walls, A 75 
second arcuate cut 22 with downturned ends, 
is formed in the blank below each cut 20, 
and interrupts the fold line 18. A pair of 
short generally V-shaped cuts 24 extend into 
the side panel from opposite end portions of 80 
each of the cuts 20, a short line of weaken- 
ing 26 joining the ends of the cuts 24 and 
22. There is thus defined a curved strip 
28 on each side. As shown in Fig. 3, when 
the side panels are drawn down beside the 85 
cans, the upper parts 14 are inclined to- 
wards the shoulder 19 of the can where the 
side walls are of reduced diameter, and the 
lower parts 16 extend straight down the sides 
of the can below the shoulder 19. the lines of 90 
weakening formed by the cuts 22 in the fold 
lines 18 being at the substantially same level 
as the shoulder. The arcuate cuts 22 provide 
recesses to accommodate opposite portions of 
the shoulder 19, as shown in Fig. 3. These 95 
shoulder portions, bearing outwardly upon 
the lower edges of the strips 28 cause the 
upper edges thereof to be urged inwardly 
under the projecting rim beading of the can 
and thereby secure the holder to the can. 100 
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WHAT WE CLAIM IS : — 

1. A blank of foldable sheet material for 
forming into a holder for a circular can, the 
can being of the kind in which a top closure 
is secured to the sides by outward beading, 
the sides being of reduced diameter at the 
top so that the beading does not project 
laterally beyond the sides, the houlder being 
of the kind which comprises a top panel 
which rests on the top of the can and oppo- 
site side panels hinged thereto to extend 
downwardly on opposite sides of the can, a 
pair of first major cuts having ends in the 
hinge lines between the top panel and side 
panels and central portions projecting 
outwardly beyond those lines so as to 
provide openings to receive opposite 
portions of the rim beading of the 
can, the holder being characterised in 
that each side panel has a pair of minor 
cuts extending generally downwards from 
opposite end portions of each said first major 
cut, a longitudinally extending line of weak- 
ening to coincide with the shoulder of the 
can above which the sides are of reduced dia- 
meter and comprising a second major cut be- 
low each first major cut to provide a recess 
in the side panel to accommodate a portion 
of the said shoulder of the can, whereby said 
shoulder bearing outwardly upon the lower 



edge of the strip of the blank lying between 
the first and second major cuts and said 
minor cuts urges the upper edge of said strip 
inwardly under the portion of the rim bead- 
ing of the can projecting through said open- 35 
ing. 

2. A blank according to claim 1 wherein 
secondary lines of weakening joint the end 
portions of said second major cuts and the 
minor cuts. 49 

3. A blank according to claim 1 or claim 
2 adapted to hold a plurality of cans in a row. 

4. A blank substantially as described 
herein with reference to the drawings accom- 
panying the Provisional Specification. 45 

5. A pack comprising one or more cans 
of the kind described in claim 1 mounted to 
a holder according to any one of the preced- 
ing claims. 

6. A pack according to claim 5, substan- 50 
tially as described herein with reference to 

the drawings accompanying the Provisional 
Specification. 
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